
 

District 1 Community Town Hall  



Councilmember Rod Dembowski  

  

King County Councilmember  
Rod Dembowski  

Contact Information: 
 
Phone: 206-477-1001 
Website: kingcounty.gov/dembowski  
Email: rod.dembowski@kingcounty.gov 
 

mailto:rod.dembowski@kingcounty.gov


Board of Appeals and Equalizations 

  

Independent body organized to 
adjudicate appeals of various 
determinations made by certain King 
County agencies.  
 
Seven citizen members appointed by 
the King County Executive and 
confirmed by the King County Council. 
 
60 Days from postmark date on 
valuation to file an appeal 

Neal Cook 
Board of Appeals Clerk  



Board of Appeals and Equalizations 

  

Burden of Proof 
The burden of proof for the appellant is high in property 
tax appeal cases.  Petitioners must show/prove two 
things; 1) that the assessed value is erroneous and 2) 
what value is correct.  In most instances the Board hears 
arguments and reviews evidence to make decisions 
about the fair market value of property appealed to the 
Board 



Board of Appeals and Equalizations 

  

Evidence 
 One of the most common errors made by anyone 
appealing their assessed value is to use assessed values 
of other property or prior assessments of the same 
property as evidence.  While assessed values seem like 
relevant facts they may not be used as evidence since 
the basis of an assessed value is an opinion that may 
not be fair market value of that other property.  Those 
assessed values may also be in dispute.   



Board of Appeals and Equalizations 

  

CONTACT US  

Phone: 206.296.3496 

Address  500 4th Ave RM510 
Seattle, WA 98104 

Website www.kingcounty.gov/property/propertytaxappeal  



 

  

Since 1971, a public service of the Metropolitan King County 
Council and the Office of the Citizen Complaints-Ombudsman. 
 
We help taxpayers review their assessments and prepare appeals 
by identifying issues, providing sales of comparable properties 
and other evidences  helping taxpayers develop effective 
presentations. 

Barbara Sbisa  
Supervisor   



 

  

We answer questions about property taxes, 
titles, land records and screen callers for other 
services, such as senior exemptions.  



 

  

CONTACT US  

Phone: 206.477.1060 
Toll-Free: 1-800-325-6165 
 

Address  516 3rd Ave RM 1236 
Seattle, WA 98104 

Website www.kingcounty.gov/property/taxadvisor   



Department of Assessments  

  

Office 
• Deliver Excellent Customer 

Service  
• Maximize Accountability to 

the Public  
• Ensure Fair, Equitable, and 

Uniform Property 
Valuations  Lloyd Hara 

King County Assessor  



Department of Assessments  

What we do each year 

• Real Property  700,000 + Parcels 

 1/6th physically inspected each year  

• Personal Property  52,000 + Accounts 

• 163 Taxing Districts   

• 594 Tax Levy Codes   

• Valuations are set on Jan 1st  
 

   



2013 Valuation Cycle  

  

  
 

  Your 2013 Valuations notices are  
determined by market sales prior to 
Jan 1st, 2013  
 
  
 



2013 Valuation Cycle  

Assessor analyze market 

sales from before Jan 1st, 

2013 

2013 Valuation Notice from 
Assessor goes out between 
June thru Oct 

2014 Property Tax from Treasury 

comes out on Feb 14th  based on 

2013 Valuation Notice 

New Construction  

Cutoff Date - July 31st 

Assessor’s Office calculates the levy 

rates for the budgets of taxing districts  



A Common Question  

 

  
 

  



How are property taxes calculated?  

 

WA is one of the few states that has a revenue-based 
system of taxation 
 
Taxing districts, such as fire, library and school districts, 
submit their annual budgets to the Assessor who has 
the responsibility to determine the   for 
residential, commercial, and personal property owners.  

  



  

 Total Area Valuations 
+/- 

 New Construction?  

Property Owners  Property Taxes 

 New Levies? 
 Annexations?  
 Number of Property 

Owners 

 



 

Initiative 747  The 1% Rule  

  

Last Year 2012  If LFP taxed you $100 
 
Next year 2013  LFP may only tax you 1% more at 
$101  
 
      UNLESS  

Budgets are limited to a 1% growth unless a 
bond or levy is voter-approved by the local 
community or new construction  



 

For Example  

  

Four equally valued property 
assessed at 100K 
 
Each pays an equal amount 
$250 into a budget of $1,000 
for services  



 

For Example  

  

Four equally valued property 
increased assessment to 
200K the following year 
 
Each STILL pays an equal 
amount of $250 into a 
budget of $1,000 for services  
 
No tax increase despite 
assessment increase  



 

2013 Property Taxes in King County  

  

*SWM, Noxious Weeds, King Conservation 
and others are fees, not a tax  



Lake Forest Park/West Kenmore  Area 4 

2013 Valuation + 4.1% 



King County 

Area 4 

*Area 4 

Physical Inspected 

2011 

 

 

 



King County 

Area 4 

*Area 4 

Physical Inspected 

2011 

 

 

 



West Shoreline/Broadview etc  Area 1 & 39 

2013 Valuation + 6.2% 



Central and East Shoreline  Area 2 & 3 

2013 Valuation + 8.0% 



Bothell/East Kenmore  Area 38 

2013 Valuation + 15.5% 



Northgate/Maple Leaf etc  Area 7 & 45 

2013 Valuation + 9.6% 



2012 LFP Valuations: + 0.0%  

2011 Value based on sales before 1/1/11 
Median Assessed Value:  
$328,000.00 
 
2012 Value based on sales before 1/1/12 
Median Assessed Value:  
$328,00.00 
 

  
 



2013 LFP Taxes: + 4.0%  

    2012 Tax Rate $13.47 per $1,000 of AV 
    Average Taxes: $4,418.16 
 
    2013 Tax Rate $14.01 per $1,000 of AV 
    Average Taxes: $4,595.28 
 
    Average Tax Change: + $177.12 
 

  
 



Lake FP District Levies  

State Schools 2.42266 2.56720 0.14454  
County-wide levies 1.21478 1.34166 0.12688  

County-wide Transport levy 0.07500 0.07500 0.00000  

County bonds (voted) 0.07128 0.06772 (0.00356) 
County Cons. Futures 0.05483 0.05613 0.00130  

County Flood Zone 0.11616 0.13210 0.01594  
County Ferry 0.00372 0.00378 0.00006  

Port 0.22982 0.23324 0.00342  
EMS (voted) 0.30000 0.30000 0.00000  



Lake FP District Levies  

Shoreline SD 412 M&O (voted) 2.79625 2.91149 0.11524  

Shoreline SD 412 Bond  (voted) 2.47144 2.56726 0.09582  

Shoreline SE 412 Capital (voted) 0.37258 0.38702 0.01444  

City General Fund 1.52343 1.55274 0.02931  

Fire #16 levy General Fund 1.00000 1.00000 0.00000  

Fire #16 GO Bond (voted) 0.25033 0.25031 (0.00002) 

Library General Fund 0.50000 0.50000 0.00000  

Library GO Bond-5 (voted) 0.06992 0.06743 (0.00249) 

TOTAL 13.47220 14.01308 0.54088  



District One Snapshot  

Lake Forest Park Shoreline  Bothell  Kenmore  Northgate  

Levy Rate $14.01 $14.76 $12.85 $14.07 $10.50  

Voter Approved 
Taxes 33% 

44% 45% 37% 25% 

2013 Property taxes 
$2,514.01 

$3,690 $3,212.5 $3,517.5 $2,625 

*Taxes are based upon a $250K assessed property  



www.kingcounty.gov/assessor 

 



eReal Property  

 





eReal Property  

 



eAppeals www.kingcounty.gov/eappeals  













Questions?  

DEPARTMENT PHONE NUMBER 

 206-296-7300 

Councilmember Dembowski 206-477-1001 
 

Tax Advisor  206-263-9700 

Treasury Office 206-296-0923 

Board of Equalization  206-296-3496 

  


